these two teams a total of 359180 sqm. 
grazing land and 3000 sqm. residential area 
in Bak and Sabari district were cleared of 
mines. During the same demining opera- 
tions, Team # 8 discovered and immediately 
destroyed 7 anti-personnel mines and 13 
units of UXOs in Nana Kahol and Pehlawan 
Kheil villages of Bak district. In the same 
way Team # 12 of the project, working in 
Bud Khan village, Sabari district, discov- 
ered and destroyed 22 an ti -personnel mines. 
During its mine clearance operations in the 
Mana Kheil and Pahlawan Kheil villages, 
Bak district, this team also discovered and 
destroyed 13 anti-personnel mines and 2 
units of UXOs. 



The ATC Site Office « 7 



In Kooz Kunar district of Nangarhar 
province : 

The ATC Teams #11 and 9, working with- 
in the project assigned to complete the con- 
sidered tasks in Islampur village of the dis- 
trict, discovered and destroyed 17 anti- 
personnel mines and 2 units of UXOs in the 
area. As a result of successful demining op- 
erations of both these demining teams 
140419 sqm. grazing land and 39280 sqm. 
residential area were cleared of mines. 

"■ ■"" 

The ATC Site Office « 8 



In March of the current year the ATC Mine 
Clearance Teams # 1, 5 and 6, working 
within this project completed their deter- 



mined tasks in Khogyani district of Nanga- 
rhar province. In the course of demining 
operations, carried out in Arghich area dur- 
ing this month, 2748 sqm. grazing area and 
21648 sqm. agricultural land were cleared 
of mines. Four anti-tank mines were discov- 
ered and destroyed in process of the demin- 
ing operations. 



The ATC Site OfHce « lo 



Demining Teams# 16, 20 and 22 of the pro- 
ject carried out their mine clearance tasks in 
Fateh Abad and Sultanpur areas of Surkh- 
rode district, Nangarhar province. During 
these operations 20 anti-personnel mines 
were discovered and immediately de- 
stroyed. As the result of these successful op- 
erations, 25820 sqm. grazing area and 
113726 sqm. agricultural land were rehabil- 
itated. 



The ATC Flail Project 



During March of the current year the flails 
and the related mine clearance section of the 
project carried out mine clearance opera- 
tions in Tangi-e- Tokhchi, Behsood district, 
and Qala-i- Bakhtan area of Surkhrode dis- 
trict. In process of these demining opera- 
tions 17 anti-personnel mines and 2 units of 
UXOs were detected and destroyed. 

Note : As we have already mentioned in 
our previous monthly publication because 
the ATC Site Office # 5 and 9 were abo- 
lished, therefore the ATC Mine Clearance 
Teams working under these site offices got 
merged into other ATC Site Offices. 



Sheiwa district and Qassem Abad and Tan- 

gi-e- Tokhchi villages of Behsood district. 
On the other hand, the ATC Team #18 dis- 
covered and destroyed 71 anti-personnel 
mines along with 15 units of UXOs in 
Peishgah and Qassem Abad villages of Beh- 
sood district. 

Likewise, The ATC Team #19, which also 
works within this project, discpVQred and 
destroyed 8 anti-personnel mines and 2 
units of UXOs in different parts of the 
abovesaid area. 



Clearance Team # 7 succeeded in discover- 
ing and destroying 22 anti-personnel mines 
along with 12 units of UXOs. Team # 10 of 
the project also succeeded in discovering 
and destroying € UXOs in the villages of 
Chungi and Jabba Kalla. Existence of these 
fatal devices in the area was always consid- 
ered a big threat to the life of the residents. 

In addition to the above, the ATC Team # 
13 also discovered and destroyed 3 anti- 
personnel mines and 10 UXOs in Sra Peela 



By putting 
charge, the 
discovered 
mines are 
destroyed 
the spot. 




As a result of demining operations carried 
out by these three teams during March of 
the current year 163200 sqm. grazing land 
and 7606 sqm. agricultural land have been 
cleared of mine. 



area, tl^us the devoted deminers of the 
ATC project ,# 4 successfully cleared a total 
of 350033 sqm. grazing land in Jajee Mai- 
dan district of mines and UXOs. 



The ATC Site Office « 4 



Paktya province : 

Jajee Maidan district : 

In the course of its demining operations in 
Sra Pc^la mea of the district the ATC Mine 



Tlie ATC Site Office « 6 



At present two mine clearance teams, i.e.. 
Team # 8 and 12 are functioning within this 
project. As a result of successful demining 
operations jointly carried out in March by 



Report on the fiTC Mine Clearance 

Activities in Marcli 1995 



The new year was coincident with signifi- 
cant achievements of the ATC mine clear- 
ance teams. 

In March of the current year 5 anti-tank 
mines, 605 anti-personnel mines and 161 
units of UXOs were discovered and de- 
stroyed by the ATC demining teams in dif- 
ferent areas of the country. During this 
month a total of 1829710 sqm. area, includ- 
ing 1374419 sqm. grazing land, 234096 
sqm. agricultural land, 42280 sqm. residen- 
tial land, 172000 sqm. battle -field and 6915 
sqm. canal was cleared of mines. 



The ATC Site Office « 1 



In Nangarhar province : 

The ATC Mine Clearance Team #14 dis- 
covered and destroyed 35 anti-personnel 
mines in Anar Bagh area, Ghani Kheil 
distrcit, and 4 mines of the same type with 
25 units of UXO in Samar Kheil area of 
Behsood district. 

Likewise, the ATC Team #15 succeeded in 
discovering and destroying 29 anti- 
personnel mines and 33 UXOs in Ghulam 
Dagg area, Chaprahar district, in Saracha 
area of Behsood district and in different vil- 
lages of Kooz Kunar district. 

The ATC Team #21, working in Ganda 
Cheshma area of Surkhrode district, was 
able to discover and destroy 14 units of 
UXOs and 1 anti-personnel mine. 



Also related teams of the Site Office suc- 
ceeded in clearing 157673 sqm. grazing 
land and 45924 sqm. agricultural land and 
172000 sqm. battle - field of mines. 



The ATC Site Office « 2 



In Paktya province : 

At Hissar village of Mandozai district the 
ATC Team # 3 discovered and destroyed 
144 anti-personnel mines within the last 
month. Similarly, Team # 2 discovered and 
destroyed 128 anti-personnel mines in Eassa 
Kheil and Dara-i-Mallek areas of Tanai dis- 
trict. In addition to the above, 7 more anti- 
personnel mines were discovered and de- 
stroyed by deminers of the ATC Team # 4. 
It also needs to be added that the above 
mentioned teams also discovered and de- 
stroyed 15 units of UXOs during their mine 
clearance operations in the area. 



The ATC Site Office « S 



The three related mine clearance teams of 
the project are carrying out mine clearance 
tasks in Sheiwa and Behsood districts of 
Nangarhar province. During March of the 
current year Team # 17 of the Site Office 
was able to discover and destroy a total of 
33 anti-personnel mines and 36 UXOs 2is 
well as 1 anti-tank mine in Sheggi area of 
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Return of the ATC Site OFHces to Cold Regions 



On arrival of the new year and spring sea- 
son, the ATC demining teams, considered as 
messengers of new life to our heroic com- 
patriots, started moving to cold rogions of 
the country. 

The ATC Site Office # 3 was the pioneer. 
The project, which, through untiring ef- 
forts, cleared vast areas in Behsood distrcit 
of Nangarhar province of mines, left for 
Bagram district, Parwan province on 27 
March of the current year and started mine 
clearance operations there on 30 March in 



the district as well as in surrounding areas 
of Charikar city, the capital of Parwan. 

On basis of the designed plan it is intended 
that two ATC Site Offices and the Bomb 
Disposal section will get stationed in the vi- 
cinity of Kabul city and clear this beloved 
city of mines, by virtue of which the. 
opressed inhabitants of the locality will get 
rid of miens, rockets and other explosives 
and pave the way for rehabilitation and re- 
construction of the ruined capital. 



ATC Maimed Deminers 



Introducing one of the ATC Disab- 
leds : Ex Section Leader Noor Ahmad 
s/o Burhanuddin : 

Noor Ahmad was bom in 1951 at Khan Abad 
district, Kunduz province. He completed his pri- 
mary and secondary education in his native vil- 
lage and then he was recruited as a teacher in a lo- 
cal school. After teaching for some years, he, 
along with some of his fellow countrymen, left 
his motherland in order to combat the agressive 
enemy through the Mujahedeen groups stationed 
in Pakistan. 

He attended the mine clearance course in January 
1994 and on twenty-fifth of the same month 
graduated from the Team Leadership Course with 
excellent results. 

On 14 Sep. 1994 Noor Ahmad was hired as the 
Section Leader of Team # 3 in the ATC Site Of- 
fice # 5. He went to Jajee district of Paktya prov- 
ince to effectively and efficiently participate in 



mine clearance activities of the quite risky mine- 
fields of the locality. But, unfortunately, just two 
days after his arrival to the site the unpleasant in- 
cident, which took the life of the devoted Section 
Leader, occurred. 

On 19 Sep. 1994 at 07 : 20A. M. exactly when 
the ATC mine clearance Team # 3 had started its 
demining activities around the Jajee military fort 
and Noor Ahmad assigned his section to the 
search of particular places and he got busy in giv- 
ing instructions to his subordinates, he suddenly 
stepped on an anti-personnel mine. The mine ex- 
ploded. It cut Noor Ahmad's left leg and severely 
injured his right leg too. He was rushed to Pe- 
shawar and hospitalised there. After a few days 
of treatment his injured leg was cut by the con- 
cemed doctor. 

Although Noor Ahmad has lost both legs, he is in 
good health. The ATC would never forget Noor 
Ahmed's excellent performance. 



plaining some seasonal diseases such as Ty- 
pord Fever and cholera. Later on, he an- 
swered the questions of the participants of 
the seminar pertaining to his speech. 

Dr. Noor Habib's speech was followed by a 

lecture on "Treatment and use of Drugs" 

I' 

The Largest Gathering of the 

On Tuesday 7 March 1995 the largest gath- 
ering of the ATC Mine Clearance Teams 
took place at the organization's Hayatabad 
Compound. 

The meeting in which more than 800 per- 
sonnel of the ATC mine clearance pro- 
gramme, including deminers, officials from 
site offices as well as the ATC HQ staff par- 
ticipated was held just when the auspicious 
Eidul-Fitr holidays were over. 

At the beginning of the meeting few verses 
from the Holy Quran were recited by one 
of the ATC deminers. Then Mr. Kefayatul- 
lah Eblagh ATC Director, made a compen- 
dious statement on accomplishments of the 
brave and honest deminers and invited their 
further attention toward their vital services 
for the Afghan nation. The ATC Director 
demanded their further care and persever- 
ance in their sacred job. The Director also 
emphasized on the training programmes 
which the ATC had launched, e.g, the liter- 
acy courses and the English language cours- 



conducted by Dr. Abdul Baqi, Medical Of- 
ficer in the ATC Field Unit # 2. 

At the end of the seminar Dr. Aleem, Medi- 
cal Advisor, UNOCHA Islamabad discussed 
new techniques on the human cut-1 imbs. 

ATC Demining Personnel 

es. He requested that all the ATC mine 
clearance personnel must try to fulfil their 
worldly and moral responsibilities. 

At the end of this grand meeting Engineer 
A. Rasheed, the ATC Operations Officer, 
evaluated the activities of the related ATC 
mine clearance teams, carried out in 1994 
and the first two months of the current year 
as "successful" and also pointed out certain 
issues to be corrected with due care. 

At the end of the meeting all the partici- 
pants prayed to the Almighty God for more 
and more accomplishments of the ATC per- 
sonnel in the way of extra services for the 
welfare of their countrymen. 

When the meeting was adjourned all the 
ATC 22 thirty-man mine clearance teams 
left the compound with enthusiasm and per- 
fect discipline for combatting the minefields 
in their beloved country, Afghanistan in or- 
der to clean the soil of their homeland from 
the deadly mines, the enemy of the man- 
kind. 



UN MINE CLEARANCE PROGRAMME 

FIELD MEDICAL STAFF ANNUAL SEMINAR 



06 MARCH,1995 : 

After recital of few verses from the holy 
Quran the seminar was opened by a speech 
of the ATC Director, Mr. Kefayatullah 
Eblagh. In his speech, he persuaded the 
medical staff to perform their duties with 
due interest and keenness and continue the 
job without any discrimination because of 
two reasons : first they are in UN frame- 
work, secondly their profession is a very 
noble one in which discrimination is not 
permitted. 

He continued, "All of you should jointly and 
cooperatively help all the deminers irrespec- 
tive of their NGOs' whenever they need 
help. In the meantime you should try hard 
to increase your knowledge, study medical 
books so that you may be able to serve better. 

At the end may I thank Dr. Aleem, Medical 
Advisor, UNOCHA, Islamabad for arrang- 
ing the seminar who has always showed tire- 
less stamina in serving injured deminers and 
providing medical facilities to all demining 
staff." 

After these statements Dr. Aleem, UNO- 
CHA, Islamabad explained the aims of the 
seminar as follows : 

1- To remove all shortcomings on the pro- 
vision of first aid and health facility to the 
demining staff in the field. 

2- To revise the subject by refresher lectures. 

3- To inform medical staff of new tech- 



niques. 

4- To answer any questions which the par- 
ticipants may have. 

In this connection Mr. A. Raoof Azeemi, 
Supervisor, ATC Field Office # 2 addressed 
the seminar participants and pointed out the 
vital role that medical staff play in maintain- 
ing the devoted mine clearance personnel in 
healthy condition and fit for good perfor- 
mance of their sacred job. He praised the 
honesty and sincerity of the medical staff in 
always serving the ailing/injured demining 
personnel. 

Following the statement Dr. Mohammad 
Omar Bahand, the ATC Medical Officer de- 
livered a detailed speech on providing First 
Aid to the injured demining personnel 
which covered the following issues : 

1- Care of Air Way 

2- Breathing 

3- Circulation 

4- Dressing of Wounds 

5- Analgesics to be Administered 

6- Antibiotics used 

7- Tetanus Toxid 

He also described the activities of the ATC 
Field Medical Units (FMUs) and measures 
required to be taken in respect to casualties 
caused by mine incident. 

After that. Dr. Noor Habib from MDC or- 
ganization delivered an inclusive speech ex- 
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